Basal cell carcinoma of the earlobe after auricular acupuncture.
The genesis of familial and sporadic basal cell carcinomas involves activation of the Sonic hedgehog signal transduction pathway. Other known factors for the development of basal cell carcinoma are ultraviolet exposure, X-rays, race, age, gender and decreased DNA repair capacity. We here report the case of a right earlobe sporadic basal cell carcinoma in a 65-year-old woman. This case is unusual because of its earlobe localization and its association with multiple auricular acupuncture treatments. This observation suggests a connection between local traumas, which occur in the course of acupuncture treatment and ear piercing, and the genesis of basal cell carcinoma. The incidence of minor adverse events associated with acupuncture is high, but serious events are uncommon. Acupuncture is not known to date for promoting the development of tumors. This connection remains to be elucidated.